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Dear guests,

It is my great privilege to welcome you all to this 
very special evening supporting the work of  
St Leonard’s Hospice.

It’s an evening of glitz and glamour that comes 
after an extraordinary period which saw demand 
for our services increase rapidly at a time when 
our ability to fundraise was severely limited.

With this in mind, we hope you will join us tonight 
in raising even more for our patients and their 
loved ones. I hope you have a fantastic evening 
and I give my heartfelt thanks for your support. 
We couldn’t do it without you.

Strictly St Leonard’s is made 
possible by the culmination 
of the efforts of a great many 
people. We are so grateful 
to every single one of you, 
supporters and sponsors, who 
helped make this evening 
possible.

Thank you.

Emma Johnson, 
Chief Executive

St Leonard’s Hospice is an independent charity, 
providing tailored, end of life care and support to 
people across the Vale of York through;

•  Our Hospice@Home which brings our 
specialist care to people’s homes

•  Our In-Patient Unit, where people can stay 
as long as they need for respite, symptom 
control or end of life care

•  Our Bereavement Support Service, 
meaning no one has to face grief alone

•  Our partnership with organisations through 
our Single Point of Coordination Service, 
which connects hospital and community 
palliative care services

•  Our Project ECHO learning and mentoring 
platform which supports the training and 
education needs of health and care staff  

•  Our Homeless Palliative Care Service

We believe in equal access to care for all, 
including to those who are rough sleeping or 
vulnerably housed, who often present complex 
physical and mental health needs. Charlotte 
Hoban, the ‘nurse with the blue hair’ leads the 
homeless palliative care service and offers the 
same personal support and care we offer to 
any patient.

We care for about 800 patients a year, but we 
know we need to do more. Currently we care 
for 14 per cent of the people dying in our area. 
With your help, we can make our Hospice care 
accessible to everyone who needs us. 

For more information, please call  
01904 708 553 or visit  
www.stleonardshospice.org.uk

Welcome from Dawn Clements
Dawn, Director of Income Generation,  
St Leonard’s Hospice, will welcome everyone  
to this sparkling evening.

Let’s meet our very own Brucie,
Ben Fry from YorkMix Radio

Introducing tonight’s judges and dancers

Group Dance
The Viennese Waltz

Cha-Cha-Cha ................................. Couple 1

Cake By The Ocean Will & Laura

Waltz - Moon River ......................... Couple 2

Moon River Emma & Nick

Cha-Cha-Cha ................................. Couple 3

Let’s Get Loud Jules & Nick

Waltz ................................................... Couple 4

If You Don’t Know Me By Now Katey & Alex

Cha-Cha-Cha ................................. Couple 5

Havana Emily & Sam

Waltz ................................................... Couple 6

You Light Up My Life Eli & Danny

Cha-Cha-Cha ................................. Couple 7

Senorita Ellie & Mike

Cha-Cha-Cha ................................. Couple 8

Come Away With Me Laura & Jake

Interval

Enjoy a sing-a-long with our very talented 
judge Ian

Waltz ................................................... Couple 5

See The Day Emily & Sam

Cha-Cha-Cha ................................. Couple 6

Shivers Eli & Danny

Waltz ................................................... Couple 7

Queen Of My Heart Ellie & Mike

Cha-Cha-Cha ................................. Couple 8

Don’t Stop THe Music Laura & Jake

Waltz ................................................... Couple 1

Rainbow Connection Will & Laura

Cha-Cha-Cha ................................. Couple 2

Up Town Funk Emma & Nick

Cha-Cha-Cha ................................. Couple 3

What The World Needs Now Jules & Nick

Cha-Cha-Cha ................................. Couple 4

I Like It Like That Katey & Alex

Thanking our supporters Raffle Draw 

Announcing the Top Three Couples
Medal distribution

Dance Off
Each of our top three couples will dance 
again. Choice of Waltz or Cha-Cha-Cha.

Awards for Best Improvers & Top Fundraisers

Strictly Results
The Winners are crowned

WinnersWinnersWinners

Fundraising 01904 777 777

185 Tadcaster Road, York YO24 1GL

www.stleonardshospice.org.uk
fundraising@stleonardshospice.org.uk

@SLHYork

www.facebook.com/stleonardshospiceyork

stleonardshospice

St Leonard’s Hospice
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Gleave Partnership is proud to support 
St Leonard’s Hospice, one of the leading 
providers of palliative care for patients, their 
families, professionals and carers in York.

Shaun Robson, Director at Gleave, knows 
the charity personally and recognises the 
importance of the support they offer. Gleave 
is thrilled to sponsor this year’s Strictly St 
Leonard’s ballroom dancing competition.

Gleave Partnership is a leading property 
consultancy, providing new and existing 
clients with seamless access to advisory and 
expert services. 

Established in 1968, Gleave has been 
providing exceptional Cost Consultancy, 
Employer’s Agent and Project Management 
Services to major retail, residential, 
commercial and industrial sector clients 
across the UK and Ireland.

You can find out more about our 
services by visiting our website: 

www.gleaveqs.co.uk

t:  01606 77844
e: richard.murphy@gleaveqs.co.uk

Seamless coordination with 
all our clients projects
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Ben Fry brings you the Breakfast Mix with Laura.  
Ben and YorkMix radio listeners are long term supporters 
of St Leonard’s Hospice and all the amazing events they 
put on, and Ben helps their fundraising efforts wherever 
he can. He is delighted to be hosting the third Strictly  
St Leonard’s this evening and, himself, is  
secretly hoping for a spray tan and a  
scattering of glitter!

5



Chris Robinson 
Chris is the current British 
Amateur Latin Sequence 
Champion; the third time in 
a row that he has won the 
championships (and the fourth 
time overall). He is trained by 
Philip Blackburn, at Enhance the 

Dance. Chris also teaches a children’s class every 
Saturday morning – a challenge after a long 
week at work!

Chris started dancing 17 years ago back home in 
Glossop, Derbyshire, for Jean and Paula Graves. 
Having started at the University of Leeds in 2012, 
it was a great surprise to find Dancesport, the 
University’s Ballroom and Latin dance society 
which had over 150 members! Chris took on 
the roles of Team Captain and President of the 
society in his second and third years, and danced 
as part of the team that saw Leeds crowned as 
the Northern Champions in 2015 for the first time 
in over 30 years.

Having graduated in 2015, Chris enjoyed the 
city so much that he decided to stay in Leeds to 
work for KPMG where he qualified as a Chartered 
Accountant in August 2018 – a little different to 
Ballroom and Latin dancing! Whilst he isn’t able to 
dance quite as much as he would like to, he still 
dances as often as possible and so he jumped at 
the chance to take part in St. Leonard’s Hospice’s 
Strictly St Leonard’s again.

Another highlight of Chris’ dancing career has 
to be performing in front of the Queen for Andre 
Rieu and the Johann Strauss Orchestra at the 
Royal Variety Performance in 2009!

Gillian Robson 
Gillian was born in York. She started 
her life in the Hair and Beauty 
industry which she combined with 
a modelling career where she 
travelled the world and appeared 
on BBC’s ‘The Clothes Show’. She 

also starred in the film Blow Dry. She then set up 
her own beauty business which she sold after 
her own diagnosis with skin cancer 6 years ago. 
This led her to develop and launch the world’s 
first ever sun care product ‘Tancream’ that gives 
you sun protection and a natural healthy glow, 
all in one bottle. She has recently appeared on 
BBC’s Dragons Den where Gillian and her business 
partner, Katy, secured investment with two 
dragons.

Gillian’s dad stayed in St Leonard’s over 20 years 
ago and she has been a huge ambassador ever 
since.  She is a big fan of Strictly Come Dancing 
and is very excited to be part of the judging 
panel.

Ian Stroughair 
Ian Stroughair is a West End and 
Cabaret star who has appeared 
in hit musicals Cats, Fame, 
Chicago and Rent, to which he 
received critical acclaim. His 
alter ego Velma Celli is known as 

“The UK’s Queen of live vocal drag”, Velma has 
been charming audiences across the globe for 
the past 10 years. Their hit show “A Brief History of 
Drag” entertained audiences across the globe on 
a tour which included Australia, 54 Below in N.Y.C, 
a sell-out U.K tour ending in a smash hit run at the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival.

In 2015 Velma was invited to appear on BBC’s 
Eastenders for a very special guest episode 
playing herself, starred opposite Danny Dyer in 
the music short Nebraska, performed with pop 
icon Anastacia and West End and Broadway 
legends Ruthie Henshall, Kerry Ellis and Frances 
Ruffelle to name but a few. He appeared 
in the Olivier award-winning circus show, La 
Soiree, fronted the McDonalds “we are awake” 
campaign, was nominated for a Great British 
Pantomine Award and even performed  
  privately for royalty!

Tancream is delighted to be part of St Leonard’s Hospice 
“Strictly St Leonard’s”; co-founder Gillian Robson became 
very close to St Leonard’s during her late father’s care there 
over 20 years ago.

Tancream is so passionate about helping to combat 
cancer. Gillian was diagnosed with an aggressive malignant 
melanoma over 6 years ago, which changed her outlook 
on life along with the realisation about the dangers of sun 

damage and sunbeds. Tancream is the world’s first all-in-one moisturiser with sun protection factor 
50, 5-star UVA, instant bronzer & natural anti-ageing gradual self-tan. 

Visit www.tancream.co.uk using the promo code ‘StrictlyStLeonards’ at the  
checkout for a special discount. Gillian will then make a donation from each sale to St Leonard’s 
Hospice. 

Gillian and Katy wish all the contestants good luck this evening and Gillian is looking forward to 
judging the event.
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Support us and sign up today!

Please contact Annie, 01904 777 767 annie.keogh@stleonardshospice.nhs.uk
stleonardshospice.org.uk (Search for Business Club)

Align your brand with a highly respected local charity at the  
heart of the community.

ContestantsContestantsContestants
Laura and Jake
Laura and Jake have been 
friends for 3 years and met 
working at the Grand Opera 
House in York! Laura works as 
a breakfast co-host at YorkMix 
Radio and Jake is studying 
for a masters in marketing. 

Laura does not have any dance experience 
and also claims to have no rhythm, flexibility or 
coordination - but she can’t be worse than Jake 
who’s only ever danced in the club and whilst 
watching Strictly. Laura wanted to do Strictly  
St Leonard’s to raise money for a fantastic cause 
that she has been involved with, since working 
on the radio, having seen first hand the amazing 
work that the hospice does.

Ellie & Dr Mike
Mike and Ellie have been 
married for over 20 years and 
live in York. They have two 
teenage children, Phoebe 
and William, and a dog called 
Watson.

Mike is a GP with Haxby group and Chair of 
Nimbuscare and has led the vaccination 
campaign in York during the pandemic. He is also 
an Honorary Professor at York University and is 
extremely pleased to have become a Trustee at 
St Leonard’s Hospice in 2019.

Ellie commenced a career in Nursing and now 
runs a successful Healthcare Event Management 
Company across the North of England. She is also 
the corporate affairs manager at Nimbuscare.

Mike and Ellie enjoy skiing and cycling – 
Mike takes this to the extreme, competing in 
marathons and long distance triathlons whilst Ellie 
prefers the company of her girlfriends and regular 
café stops.

Before Strictly St Leonard’s neither had danced a 
step in a ballroom, they agreed to do this as a bit 
of a challenge and to provide entertainment to 
their friends and colleagues whilst raising money 
for a fabulous cause that is dear to their hearts.

Elinor & Danny
Danny is an Occupational 
Therapist from Leeds 
working with adults 
with mental health and 
challenging behaviour. 
Elinor is a primary school 
teacher and both are 

parents to two crazy little girls (their words not 
ours), Leilani, 6, and Elodie, 5. The two love 
travelling, Danny into sports and Elinor into 
the finer things in life, shopping and makeup! 
Although they met in a nightclub they have no 
dance moves other than Elinor’s head bop! They 
say they are both very nervous about doing this 
but are always up for a challenge and a laugh!

Jules & Nick
Jules and Nick are married 
with two boys and a little girl 
– keeping them busy! Jules 
is a full time singing teacher 
and Nick is a restaurant 
night manager so they are 
very much looking forward 
to actually overlapping 

their schedules for some Strictly St Leonard’s fun 
together. 

They have previously enjoyed dancing together 
at their wedding but since then it’s mostly 
bopping around the kitchen with their kids! They 
are really excited to be raising money for such an 
incredible cause and looking forward to learning 
lots of new groovy moves. Keeeeep Dancing! 

We’re here 
to provide a 
listening ear 

 

stleonardshospice.org.uk     

Coping with grief is not 
something you have 
to face alone. Our 
highly experienced 
bereavement support 

team is here to help. 

01904 708 553  
to self-refer for ongoing 
bereavement support  
or for immediate,  
in-the-moment support.
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Laura & Will
Almost two years to the 
day that a Christmas party 
influenced decision was 
made to learn to ballroom, 
Laura and Will are so 
excited to put one foot in 
front of the other and take 
on the dance floor.

Far from their customary Beyoncé and Dad 
inspired dancing, Will took little persuasion in 
joining Laura for this challenge for a fantastic 
charity. Laura and Will have worked at boxxe 
for a number of years and her recent move to 
Community Partner makes this an even more 
exciting project to get involved with.

Laura’s illustrious career started at the age of 
5 starring as a little white duck on the stage of 
New Earswick Folk Hall. Unfortunately, despite 
dazzling the audience, her parents decided her 
younger sisters had more potential and as such 
Laura’s career was put on hold. After supressing 
her dreams of dance stardom for more than 20 
years, she is now ready to dust off her dancing 
shoes for charity. On the other hand, Will’s dance 
career has seen him perform on stages around 
the world including Ibiza, Berlin, London and New 
York. Even though his silky smooth moves wowed 
the audiences, the security and management 
did not appreciate his unplanned, drunken 
escapades and he was swiftly escorted from  
the nightclub.

Emily & Sam
Emily wanted do something 
spontaneous and  
challenging after they both 
turned 21, so what better 
than Strictly St Leonard’s, 
with Sam by her side  
making memories!

Both of Emily’s Grandads 
received care and 

treatment at the Hospice before they passed 
away, so her family have experienced first-hand 
the amazing work that goes on. 

In Emily’s spare time she is a Brownie Leader, so 
having this opportunity to show her Brownies that 
everyone can achieve anything, if they do their 
best and think of others. 

Back in 2019 Sam completed a charity boxing 
match for Cancer Research, so he thought 
he’d fulfilled his charity work for a few years. 
But, how wrong he was! Emily had to do a lot of 
persuading to get Sam on board with Strictly, but 
the thought of busting some moves for a local 
charity, the opportunity to wear a sparkly shirt 
and doing something different together changed 
his mind!

We are both looking forward to the challenge of 
learning a new skill and having a bit of friendly 
competition!

A huge thanks to Caroline 
and the team at the York 
Railway Institute for the loan 
of their dance studios free of 
charge!

Alex and Katey
Alex wasn’t quite sure what 
he’d gotten himself into 
when he agreed to the 
competition. Both Katey 
and Alex are usually found 
reading books or playing 
video games at home. They 

are excited to step out of their comfort zone in 
support of the hospice. Katey is a junior doctor in 
York. Alex is a community physiotherapist in the 
Harrogate area.

Emma & Nick
Emma and Nicholas 
are friends from 
Bubwith who met 
doing a downward 
dog at a New Year’s 
Eve party! Their shared 
love of Strictly Come 
Dancing led them to 
start taking dance 

lessons shortly thereafter. Ballroom Dancing has 
taken Emma and Nicholas to several exotic 
locations - Skipton, Whitby, Scarborough, Hull, 
Blackpool and Tadcaster.  Dancing at the Tower 
Ballroom in Blackpool was a definite highlight. 
They enjoy the dressing up aspect almost as 
much as the dancing.

Emma is a passionate advocate of the NHS, 
where she has worked for around 30 years. 
She is currently part of a community mental 
health team. Nicholas’s job is something to do 
with computers - he’s not sure exactly what. 
Their motivation for becoming involved in this 
wonderful fundraising event is because  
St Leonard’s Hospice has been there for their 
loved ones through difficult times (that and the 
fake tan)!

A huge thank you to all our dancers. They have 
all shown amazing dedication and committment 
as you can see from these photos of the practice 
session at the magnificent Riley-Smith Hall!
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Our traditional Light Up A Life trees  
will be shining bright at Selby Abbey,  
St Helen’s Square, York and  
Easingwold Market Place. 

We will be holding a traditional service  
at Selby Abbey and a virtual service.

stleonardshospice.org.uk/LUAL 
01904 777 777

It’s hard to forget someone 
who gave you so much to 
remember.
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They made it easy for me 
to verbalise my emotions 
and make sense of my 
grief.

It was good to have someone to talk 
to who wasn’t family. I found it a 
great help.

...eternally grateful for 
the superb service you 
gave.

They made it easy for 
me to verbalise my  
emotions and make 
sense of my grief.Thank you for all your support and 

understanding. Your listening skills 
are life affirming. 

They were warm, 
supportive and so kind. 
They gave me space to be 
angry, sad, heartbroken 
and happy. 

The Hospice is a 
wonderful place... thank 
you for your kind work.

Well done to all the team, 
receptionists, cleaners, 
gardeners, carers, kitchen 
staff and doctors all doing 
a great job.

The team were 
excellent...the support 
they gave to me and 
my girls was also 
excellent.

We were very happy to 
know that there are 
places in York like this.

The care given 
at this awful time 
was wonderful.
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Melanie’s Florist
Huge thanks to Melanie’s Florist of Tadcaster for a 
stunning Strictly bouquet.

Christine’s Nail & Beauty
Spray Tans

Thank you to Christine’s Nail & Beauty, 
Acomb, York, for providing complementary spray 
tans for our Strictly dancers.

www.christinesnails.co.uk

A big thank you to Pat Bowness for the engraving 
of the medals and trophies.

Sainsbury’s
Tadcaster

Thanks for supporting Strictly St Leonard’s.

Sane Design
For printing the original programme.

Catherine Elizabeth
Hair, Makeup and Lash Artist

Thank you for providing hair and makeup for all 
the dancers

Sponsors and    

          supportersSponsors and 
          supportersSponsors and
          supporters

Andy Hardy Sound and Lighting 
Andy Hardy has worked on the 
actual TV show itself, Strictly Come  
Dancing, so we are extremely 
privileged to have him on board 
tonight, to oversee all things 
technical, sound and lighting.

Andy is a highly experienced sound and lighting 
technician, a skilled professional whose company 
Truesound Ltd, supplies high quality sound, lighting 
and audio visual solutions throughout the UK. 
Andy has supplied Audio Visual equipment to 
companies such as World Snooker, Glastonbury, 
Wimbledon, the BBC and many more. Located 
in Harrogate, North Yorkshire – one of the UK’s 
biggest conference towns, Andy says he is 
perfectly situated, so wherever your event is, he 
can cover it.

Duncan Lomax  
Photographer 
Duncan is a commercial 
photographer based in  
York. He runs his own  
photography business,  
Ravage Productions, and 
as well as being the official 
photographer for York  

Minster, has produced work for numerous local 
and national businesses, and much of the 
publicity material for St Leonard’s.

To see more of his work, visit  
www.ravageproductions.co.uk,  
follow him @ravagephoto

The Riley 
Smith Hall
Thank you to the team  
at the Riley Smith Hall  
for hosting us this  
evening on their  
incredible dance floor.



How much can you raise?

For more information and to register your team, please contact Annie, 

01904 77 77 67    07778 48 29 30                    
annie.keogh@stleonardshospice.nhs.uk

   The 
Accumulator    
     Challenge

This year we are looking for teams (of up to 6 people) to take part. To start you off, we will give 
your team a loan of £30. We are then throwing down the gauntlet to you and your team to  
auction, fundraise, invest, run and organise your way to the biggest profit in 30 days.

You can do whatever you want as long as it is safe and legal!

The challenge will conclude with an awards ceremony on Thursday 31 March at the  
Marriott York to celebrate the success of the teams taking part with prizes for:

• The team which makes the most profit

• The team which comes up with the most innovative fundraising idea

•  The best overall team member for outstanding performance  
(one person to be nominated by each team and voted for on the night)

The challenge starts at 8am on 
Saturday 12 February 2022 and will finish at 
11:59pm on Sunday 13 March 2022 
(only fundraising taking place within this period will count).

This is a great team building exercise and a way to develop entrepreneurial skills,  
with a bit of friendly rivalry on the side! All this whilst accumulating vital funds for  
St Leonard’s Hospice.

Does your team have what it takes to be crowned  
“The Accumulator Challenge” Champions?
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